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The first large-scale initiatives to recover endangered species and restore 
ecosystems in the United States were established in the early 1980s. The proponents of 
these pioneering efforts had little to no past experience with large-scale recovery and 
restoration; every step of their journeys was an experiment with an unknown outcome. 
By now, dozens of programs are in place and the people who have been participating in 
them have accumulated a wealth of experience—experience which has the potential to 
help inform recovery and restoration in the Missouri River Basin. 

 
I’ve prepared brief case studies of ten different programs: the Chesapeake Bay 

Program (Chesapeake Bay), the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan 
(Everglades), CalFed Bay-Delta Program (San Francisco Bay and Sacramento/San 
Joaquin Rivers), Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program (Columbia River), the 
Shared Strategy for Puget Sound (Puget Sound), the Upper Colorado River Recovery 
Implementation Program (Colorado River), the San Juan River Basin Recovery 
Implementation Program (San Juan River), the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management 
Program (Colorado River), the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation 
Program (Colorado River), and the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program 
(Platte River).  
 

Each case study includes two main sections, “Background” and “Lessons 
learned,” and two sidebars, “Who’s involved?” and “To learn more.” The “Background” 
section summarizes the history, purpose, organization, and operations of the program. 
The “Lessons learned” section includes insights from program participants (or, in a few 
cases, from researchers who studied but did not participate in the program) regarding the 
factors contributing to and/or impeding the success of their initiative. 
 
 The “Who’s involved?” sidebar highlights one institution within each program 
that has program management and coordination responsibilities, and therefore might bear 
some resemblance to MRRIC. If you become particularly interested in any of these 
institutions, you can find much more information—including their charters—through the 
websites listed in the “To learn more” sidebar.  

 
Clearly, each of these programs is complex and unique. No single one provides a 

perfect model for large-scale endangered species recovery and ecosystem restoration 
initiatives. But all offer valuable and important “lessons learned” that could—if you so 
choose—help inform recovery and restoration in the Missouri River Basin.  
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