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Our power comes from 

• Hydroelectric energy 

produced at Federal 

generating agencies 

 

• Multi-purpose 

projects 

 

• Variable water 

availability 



Pallid sturgeon listed as Endangered in 1990 

 

Pallid Sturgeon Recovery Plan completed in 1993 



Basin Recovery Teams 

 
Upper Basin 

 

Middle Basin 

 

Lower Basin 



Upper Basin 

Recovery 

Workgroup 

The Upper Basin Workgroup 
implements, coordinates, and provides 
funding recommendations on recovery 
actions in the Upper Basin. 



The Upper Basin Working 
Group was formed in 

December 1993 

First Interagency 
Agreement Contract with 

US Fish and Wildlife 
Service in 1994 

The agreement provides 
for Western to fund 

identified research and 
recovery efforts as a 

participant in the Upper 
Basin Work Group 



MOU formalizes 
the relationship 
among participants 
in the Upper Basin 
Workgroup 



Western revises our 
long-term contract 
each year extending 

funding for 
continuing projects 

and funds new 
projects 



Western has been a major funding partner for the Upper 

Basin Workgroup for 22 years.  Western has funded: 

• 138 Recovery and Research Projects 
 

• As of 2015 Western has expended $6,726,928 
dollars 
 

• Funds generate significant returns due to 
matching funds and in-kind work. 



Upper Basin 
Working Group 
Strategic Goals 







Disease 

Management 

Curled Fins 

Iridovirus 



Missouri River Use (or lack thereof) by  

Pallid Sturgeon 

Dave B. Fuller and Tyler M. Haddix 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

Fort Peck, MT 



Pallid Sturgeon Migrations and Reproductive Success in the 

Yellowstone River, 2012 

Jason Rhoten, Dave Fuller 

(Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks) 

 

Pat Braaten, Carrie Elliott, Kim Chojnaki, Aaron DeLonay 

(U. S. Geological Survey, Columbia Environmental Research Center) 

U.S. Department of Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 



Pallid Sturgeon Monitoring in Segment 4 

of the Missouri River 

2012 

USFWS Missouri River 

Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Office 

Bismarck, North Dakota 



Pallid Sturgeon Efforts  in  RPMA-1 

Missouri River above Fort Peck 

 

Anne Tews  

Montana FWP 

 

Randy Rodencal 

Casey Jensen 

Mike Wente 

Eli McCord 

Derrick Miller 

Steve Leathe 

 

2012 



GARRISON DAM NFH  

Upper Basin Pallid Sturgeon  
Coordination Meeting 
March 5, 2013 



Determination of Reproductive Indices 
in Captive and Wild Hatchery-Reared 

Pallid Sturgeon 

Molly Webb and Mariah Talbott 

Photo credit Joel Satore 



YELLOWSTONE RIVER PALLID 

STURGEON RECOVERY 

A summary of management and 

research activities 



MISSOURI RIVER STURGEON 
IRIDOVIRUS SAMPLING 

Marc Terrazas 
Ken Staigmiller 



  
 
 
 
 
 
BRIDGING THE RESTORATION GAP 
 
PROVIDING IN-LIEU FEE MITIGATION 
AND AQUATIC RESOURCE RESTORATION 
AND PROTECTION SERVICES 

Pat Byorth and Tom Hinz, MARS Board of Directors 



First Documentary on Pallid Sturgeon Recovery Efforts In 

the Upper Basin -  1996 



2013 – New Updated Documentary on Recovery Efforts 





2013 – Upper Basin Web Page       

http://www.pallidsturgeon.org/ 









Thanks to all those who do 
all of this Work 



Questions? 


