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Topics

• Two GAO Studies (Upper Basin Monitoring & 
NOAA/USACE Interactions)

• National Integrated Drought Information System 
(NIDIS) Actions: KS Tribal Effort, MT NDRP

• Missouri  Basin Federal Climate Collaboration (MBFCC)

• Outlook (if time)
Pancake Ice – KC 2015



GAO Annual Update: Upper Basin Soil 
Moisture & Snow Water Equivalent 

Network

• Under WRRDA Language Annual Update
• No appropriations just authorized
• Thus no progress
• Based on the Feb. 2013 report
• USACE w/NOAA, NRCS, USGS mentioned

• Questions:  Should we prep in case funds are 
found?  Who leads?  Who owns? Who 
runs/maintains?  Funding elsewhere?  Plenty of 
planning to do.



2nd GAO Review: Army Corps management of 
water resources in response to floods, storms, 

and droughts 

• …the extent to which operations addresses water resources 
infrastructures risk of future flood, drought and storm 
damage

• planning processes for new water …”

• existing water resources…”

• NOAA is being asked to comment on how we are providing 
information and data



National Integrated Drought Information System 
(NIDIS) Missouri Basin

• Collaborative (fed, state, etc..) approach to building a 
drought early warning system (DEWS) and resiliency

• State Initiatives:

– Montana/National Drought Resiliency Partnership

– Kansas and South Dakota in 2015

• Missouri Basin Drought Portal

– http://drought.gov/drought/regional-
programs/mrb/missouri-river-basin-home



MO Basin Tribal Efforts (NIDIS)

• Missouri Basin Tribal 
Meeting – Sep. ’14
– Feds: FEMA, USACE, NRCS, 

NOAA, BIA, NASA

• Kansas Based Tribes: 
drought early warning 
and preparedness 
meeting Nov. ‘14
– Feds: USACE, FEMA, EPA, 

USDA, NOAA

– Next steps: Apr. 1-2 (Lincoln)



2012 Drought Assessment

• State by state assessment of 
impacts

• Economic damages

• Causes

(http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/resources/reports)



MO Basin Federal Climate 
Collaboration (MBFCC)

• Current awareness of issues/threats/indicators for 
drought and flood mainly

• Latest on WRRDA, GAO inquiries, agency updates

• New information via regional or national scene (e.g. 
U.S. Climate Resiliency Toolkit - toolkit.climate.gov )

• Upcoming related meetings

• Question:  What else would you suggest we cover?  
(informing others, awareness, leveraging)



Outlooks
• Week 2 – Feb 3 – 9

Temperature Probabilities                                         Precipitation Probabilities



February Temps and Precip



Feb – Apr Temps and Precip



Mar – May Temps and Precip



Drought July 2014 and Now



Thanks (the man and bear got away)



Extra Slides



Federal Collaboration

• The objectives of this committee are to 
maximize communication, awareness and 
coordination among regional federal agencies 
while minimizing redundancy.

• USDA (RMA, ARS, NRCS, USFS), DOI (BLM, 
FWS, NPS, BOR, BIA, USGS), DOE (WAPA), EPA, 
DOC (NOAA), DOD (USACE), DHS (FEMA)



8 Primary Goals
• Exchange of information, create awareness, build capacity 

• Provide a broader context and guidance for the various 
activities in the region

• Inform MRBIR on Missouri River Basin climate related 
activities

• Address national climate policy

• Support the collection, storage, instrumentation and 
maintenance of climate and weather data

• Response to extreme climate and weather events with 
communication and information delivery

• Recognized network of regional climate expertise and capacity

• Unified federal committee to coordinate with national 
programs and initiatives


